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The appeal of Malta is its size, culture, and history. A former British colony, Malta has two official lan-
guages: Maltese and English. This island has all the charms of Europe and none of the language barriers. 
Intrigued by the island’s past you will want to see it all: historical monuments, award-winning restaurants, 
fabulous medieval buildings and golden beaches. 

Anyone who has ever visited Malta can attest to its discernible charm. Conquered, sieged and pillaged, 
people have battled over this prime piece of Mediterranean land for centuries. However, what is it about 
Malta that makes this small island nation so desirable? Besides the balmy temperature and the beautiful 
coastal views, Malta is boundless in terms of its cultural identity. Malta has a certain ‘Je ne sai quoi’; an 
intangible essence or quality, if you will, that is impossible to replicate outside its place of existence. Here, 
unlike any other Mediterranean country, an intriguing blend of elements fuse together to form a character 
that is both boldly unique and undoubtedly Maltese.

Because of its charm and many romantic settings, Malta has become a first-class destination for wed-
dings. The venues it offers are diverse: castles, gardens, villas, seaside restaurants, luxury hotels beautiful 
beaches, not to mention 365 churches and 10 cathedrals!

Malta is one of the few countries where it is 
possible to have just a religious ceremony, 
either Roman Catholic or Anglican, and have 
your wedding legally recognised interna-
tionally.

Malta is an increasingly popular wedding 
destination and the procedures required are 
quite straightforward.

Getting married in Malta



Civil marriage between foreign nationals is popular in Mal-
ta, partly because it is possible for them to take place in 
many locations - you are not confined to a Registry Office.

Malta is one of the simplest countries in which to arrange 
a wedding and the Registrar is very helpful in expediting 
paperwork for overseas couples.

Locations for Civil Marriages
Marriages can take place at the Office of the Registrar in 
Valletta, however most civil marriages of foreign nationals 
take place in Hotels or at special Wedding Halls.

Maltese law allows for weddings to take place any place “open to the public and which the Registrar accepts 
as appropriate”. Thus if you want to get married at a specific location which is not already approved, it is 
open to you to make application to the registrar for approval.

Procedure in Detail
Marriages of non-citizens in Malta are conducted under the provisions of The Marriage Act (1975), which 
introduced civil marriages for the first time. Prior to that it was only possible to marry in a church.

Applications for either a Civil or Religious Wedding are made to the Office of the Registrar in Valetta (or 
Gozo). You will need to make your application for a marriage licence well in advance, but that can be done 
entirely from your home country. Documents are accepted in English and you can then just pick up your 
license when you arrive in Malta.

In the case of a religious wedding a date and location for the wedding and the name of the celebrant must 
be known before an application to the registrar can be made.

Civil weddings in Malta



Church weddings in Malta
The predominant religion in Malta is Roman Catholicism, 
and there are Roman Catholic churches throughout Malta. 
Anglican Churches are also relatively easily found.

Marriages in Roman Catholic and Anglican churches in 
Malta are registered by the state and therefore have full 
legal status. It is not necessary to have a civil ceremony in 
addition to the religious one.

While it is possible to hold weddings in other religious faiths 
in Malta, and there are a number of churches or various 
religions available,  these weddings will have no 
legal status and must be preceeded by a civil ceremony.

Roman Catholic Weddings
To get married in a Roman Catholic church in Malta you 
must comply with all of the requirements for a civil ceremo-
ny, however when you make an application to the Registrar 
you must also include the following information:
- The name and location of the church 
where your wedding will take place
- A confirmed date for your wedding
- The name of the celebrant

Since applications to the registrar need to be made between 
6 and 12 weeks before the wedding, you need to begin 
making arrangements for the religious ceremony well in 
advance. The church paperwork takes some time to com-
plete, so realistically you need to start at least 6 months 
prior to the wedding. For more details about organising a 
Roman Catholic wedding in a foreign country, contact us on: 
weddings@sms.com.mt

Finding a Catholic Church in Malta
The streetscape of just about every Maltese town and 
village is dominated by a beautiful church. However it 
is not easy to find contact details for Catholic church-
es in Malta online, in English at least. Contact us on 
weddings@sms.com.mt for a list of churches in Malta.

Anglican Weddings in Malta
An Anglican wedding will be legally registered in Mal-
ta and so recognised internationally, thus no separate
civil ceremony is required. However all the requirements for a 
civil marriage must be met, in addition to those of the church.

You will need to contact the clergy at the church where you plan to get married well before the proposed date 
of your wedding, both to ascertain that he will consent to your marriage in his church and to enquire about 
available dates. In general you will get permission to marry in an Anglican Church provided one of the parties 
to the marriage is a baptised member of the Anglican Communion. 



From hip, contemporary settings to historic buildings, from beaches 
at sunset to bastions with harbour views, there are so many venues 
in Malta and so many ways to enjoy them. SMS makes them come 
alive uniquely for you.

Finding a wedding venue 

palazzo parisio



RAZZETT L ABJAD 



PALAZZO PARIZIO

VILLA BOLOGNA



palazzo tal virtu 





the saluting battery 



notre dame gate 



the limestone heritage 

Tie the knot surrounded by unique culture, 
Mediterranean beauty and centuries of rich 
history. We want your Big Day to be one that 
you will remember forever. The Limestone 
Heritage Park & Gardens ooze with tradi-
tional Maltese charm, ensuring that your 
wedding is surrounded by a delightful aura 
from the start. Our wedding coordinators 
are backed by numerous resources to ensure 
that we pull out all the stops for your Big 
Day...



The Perellos Suite formerly the Chapel of the Blessed Sacra-
ment was erected in 1712 by Grand Master Raymond Perellos 
in order to convey the Holy Communion to patients housed 
in the Sacra Infermeria. It has long since been deconsecrated 
and used for social activities. In 2005 extensive restoration 
works of both the interior and exterior of the Chapel have 
been carried out restoring the Chapel to its former glory.

The Perellos Suite is indeed a unique venue due to its inti-
macy, adorned with historic artifacts. Ideal for Civil Marriage 
Ceremonies. Maximum capacity - 25

THE SACRA INFERMERIA 



meridiana wine estate 



luxury hotels & resorts 
If you’re looking for a luxury hotel that is steeped in the long and rich history of the Maltese islands, 
you will find several. Most of these are found on the island of Malta as this is where the oldest cities 
are located, including the magnificent UNESCO World Heritage capital city of Valletta and the ancient 
walled city of Mdina. 

radisson blu resort & spa, golden sands 



the xara palace, relais & chateaux 



the hilton malta 



Photography by George Saguna 
on location at Hola Beach  

beach weddings 



prices & services 



committed to quality 

contact us
A: 27 Birkirkara Hill, St Julian’s STJ1143, Malta

T: +356 2577 0000 
E: weddings@sms.com.mt 

W: www.sms.com.mt
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